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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the references Usted on the attached Form PTO-1449. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on 
any patent to issue therefrom. 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 



By submitting these references, Applicant does not admit that the references are 



prior art to or material to this application, and reserves the right to establish that any reference is 
not prior art. Applicant does not represent that the references have been reviewed in detail; there 
may be details in the references of which Applicant is unaware. 



Customer No. 22859 
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 
4000 Pillsbury Center 
200 South Sixth Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-1425 USA 
Telephone: (612) 492-7000 
Facsimile: (612) 492-7077 



Please grant any extension of time necessary for entry; charge any fee due to Deposit Account No. 06-1910. 



I hereby certify that this document is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 



Respectfully submitted, 



Natalie D. Kadievitch 
Registration No. 34,196 
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Lorl Greiner 
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^ U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF 

APPROPRIATE 






3,078,133 


Feb. 19, 1963 


Schauer 












3.639.022 


Feb. 1. 1972 


Elmo 












3,930.702 


Jan. 6, 1976 


Pichowicz 












4,120,549 


Oct. 17. 1978 


Bureau 












5,690,401 


Nov. 25. 1997 


Franklin 








































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES NO 






287.249 


20 Mar. 1928 








Y 






2.205.225A 


7 Dec. 1988 


UK 






Y 






99/00005 


7 Jan. 1999 


WO 






Y 






199.24.969A1 


07 Dec. 2000 


DE 






Y 






2000-197530 


18 July 2000 


JP 






Y 






2,345.630 


19 July 2000 


UK 






Y 
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